Verbs ¢ The present tense
of first-, second-, and
fourth-conjugation verbs

Verb characteristics

Every verb has certain features that we can use to describe it precisely. These fea-
tures are called the characteristics of the verb. Latin verbs have the following five
characteristics:

1. Person, which indicates who is performing the action of the verb

2. Number, which indicates whether the subject of the verb is singular or
plural

3. Tense, which indicates when the action of the verb happens

4. Voice, which indicates whether the subject is performing or undergoing
the action of the verb

5. Mood, which indicates the relationship between the action of the verb and
reality

Latin encodes all of these characteristics into a verb by using a series of endings
added to verbal roots. If you can decode the endings, you can find out all of this
information quickly and easily.

This chapter discusses person, number, and one of the tenses. The other
tenses, along with voice and mood, are discussed in later chapters.

The present tense

The present tense describes actions as occurring at the present moment. The usual

English translationissimply _ soris__ ing For example:
amant they love / they are loving
capis you take / you are taking

audimus  we hear / we are hearing

The present tense of Latin verbs is formed by combining the present system
root with the active personal endings (with slight adjustments in some forms).




The present system root

To find the present system root of any verb, drop the -re ending of the second principal part;
what’s left is the root. For example:

PRINCIPAL PARTS PRESENT SYSTEM ROOT
amo, amare, amavi, amatum amare

habeo, habére, habui, habitum  habére

ago, agere, €gl, actum agere

capio, capere, cépi, captum capere

audio, audire, audivi, auditum audire

2-1

Write the present system root of each of the following verbs.

. peto 6. iaced
2. cred 7. gero
3. nescio 8. discédo
4. coqgito 9. tango
5. cupio 10. pugno

The active personal endings

Latin attaches the active personal endings to the end of the system root to encode two of the verb’s
characteristics:

1. Person. The first person is the speaker, the second person is the person spoken to, and the
third person is a person or thing being spoken about.

2. Number. There are two numbers: singular (sg) and plural (pl.).

Here are the active personal endings:

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON -0/-m I -mus  we
SECOND PERSON  -§ you -tis  you
THIRD PERSON -t he/she/it ~ -nt  they
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1. orant

. bibis

. aufertis

voA woN

scribit

. dolet

6

7. dormiunt
. pered 8.

9. traho

10

. crescis

Identify the person and number of each of the following verbs.

implémus

If you know how the present system root and the active personal endings work, you can eas-
ily form the present tense of any verb of the first, second, or fourth conjugation. Here are charts

of example verbs:

First conjugation
amo, amare, amavi, amatum love
PRESENT SYSTEM ROOT  ama-

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON amo* I love amamus we love
SECOND PERSON  amas you love amatis  you love
THIRD PERSON amat he/she/it loves ~ amant  they love

Second conjugation

teneo, tenére, tenui, tentum hold
PRESENT SYSTEM ROOT  tené-

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON tened I hold tenémus we hold
SECOND PERSON  tenés you hold tenétis  you hold
THIRD PERSON tenet he/she/it holds ~ tenent  they hold

Fourth conjugation

audio, audire, audivi, auditum hear
PRESENT SYSTEM ROOT  audi-

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON audio I hear audimus we hear
SECOND PERSON  audis you hear auditis  you hear
THIRD PERSON audit he/she/it hears  audiunt* they hear

*There are two exceptions: (1) The -a- of the first-conjugation root is omitted in the first person singular of
first-conjugation verbs, and (2) -u- is inserted in the third person plural of fourth-conjugation verbs. Notice
that for verb forms ending in -9, -t, or -nt, the vowel at the end of the root becomes short; this is true for all

Latin verb forms with these endings.
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EXERCISE

2-3
Keeping the same person, transform each of the following verb forms into its opposite
number, singular to plural or plural to singular.

1. praestatis 6. parant
2. fingimus 7. imperas
3. moved 8. videt

4. sentis 9. valétis
5. débent 10. revocant

2-4

Give all six forms of the present tense for each of the following verbs.

—_

. maneo

. audio

. exerceo

. vigilo

. caveo

. convenio

\/elele]

. certod

. sepelid

©O OV ® N O U A W N

1

. muto

25
Translate each of the following verb forms into English.
1. orant 6. dolet
2. bibis 7. dormiunt
3. pered 8. implémus
4. aufertis 9. trahd
5. scribit 10. crescis

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin
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Common first-, second-, and fourth-conjugation verbs

EXERCISE

2-6

—_

. they equip

Translate each of the following verb phrases into Latin.

. you (sg.) discover

. she arrives

. they are slaves

. you (pl.) are earning

. you (sg.) rule

. it holds

. we are pleasing

. they help

O VW 00 N O U M W N

—_

. you (sg.) are weeping

First-conjugation verbs

agito, agitare, agitavi, agitatum

amo, amare, amavi, amatum

appello, appellare, appellavi, appellatum
armo, armare, armavi, armatum

canto, cantare, cantavi, cantatum

celebro, celebrare, celebravi, celebratum
certo, certare, certavi, certatum

cess0, cessare, cessavi, cessatum

cogito, cogitare, cogitavi, cogitatum
compar0, comparare, comparavi, comparatum
consto, constare, constiti

creo, creare, creavi, creatum

curo, curare, curavi, curatum

désidero, désiderare, désideravi, désideratum
dono, donare, donavi, donatum

erro errare erravl erratum

existimo, existimare, existimavi, existimatum
exspecto, exspectare, exspectavi, exspectatum
ignoro, ignorare, ignoravi, ignoratum
impero, imperare, imperavi, imperatum
indico, indicare, indicavi, indicatum

interrogo, interrogare, interrogavi, interrogatum

intro, intrare, intravi, intratum
iaro, itrare, itravi, itiratum

Verbs ¢ The present tense of first-, second-, and fourth-conjugation verbs

pursue

love

call by name
equip

sing

honor
contend
yield

think
prepare

be fixed
create

care for
wish for
give as a gift
stray
estimate
await

not know
order

point out
ask, question
enter

swear
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iuvo, iuvare, iavi, ittum

laboro, laborare, laboravi, laboratum
laudo, laudare, laudavi, laudatum
libero, liberare, liberavi, liberatum
mando, mandare, mandavi, mandatum

memoro, memorare, memoravi, memoratum

muto, mutare, muatavi, matatum

narro, narrare, narravi, narratum

nego, negare, negavi, negatum

nomino, nominare, nominavi, nominatum
opto, optare, optavi, optatum

orno, ornare, ornavi, ornatum

oro, orare, oravi, oratum

paro, parare, paravi, paratum

pecco, peccare, peccavi, peccatum

porto, portare, portavi, portatum
postulo, postulare, postulavi, postulatum
praesto, praestare, praestiti, praestatum
probo, probare, probavi, probatum
propero, properare, properavi, properatum
pugno, pugnare, pugnavi, pugnatum
puto, putare, putavi, putatum

regno, regnare, regnavi, regnatum
revoco, revocare, revocavl, revocatum
rogo, rogare, rogavi, rogatum

servo, servare, servavi, servatum

sono, sonare, sonui, sonitum

SpEro, spérare, spéravi, spératum

sto, stare, steti, statum

supero, superare, superavi, superatum
tempto, temptare, temptavi, temptatum
vaco, vacare, vacavl, vacatum

vigilo, vigilare, vigilavi, vigilatum

VOCO, vocare, vocavl, vocatum

volo, volare, volavi, volatum

Second-conjugation verbs

appareo, appareére, apparui, apparitum
ardeo, ardére, arsi

augeo, augere, auxi, auctum

careo0, carére, carui, caritum

caveo, cavere, cavl, cautum

contineo, continére, continui, contentum
débeo, debére, débui, debitum

decet, decére, decuit

doceo, docére, docui, doctum

doleo, dolére, dolui, dolitum

exerceo, exercére, exercui, exercitum
fleo, flere, flévi, fletum

gauded, gaudeére, gavisus

habeo, habére, habui, habitum

iaceo, iacére, iacui, iacitum

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin

help

work
praise

free
entrust
recall
change

tell a story
say not
name

wish
decorate
ask for
provide
make a mistake
carry
demand
excel
approve
hurry
fight

think

rule

call back
ask

save

make a sound
hope
stand
survive, outdo
try

be idle
stay awake
call

fly

appear

burn
increase
lack

be careful
contain
ought to
it suits
teach
suffer
train
weep
rejoice
have

lie



impleo, implére, implévi, implétum
invideo, invidére, invidi, invisum
iubeo, iubére, iussi, iussum

licet, licére, licuit

maneo, maneére, mansi, mansum
mereo, merére, merui, meritum
misce0d, miscére, miscui, mixtum
moneo, monére, monui, monitum
moveo, movere, movi, motum
noceo, nocére, nocui, nocitum
oportet, oportére, oportuit

pateo, patére, patul

placeo, placére, placui, placitum
praebeo, praebére, praebui, praebitum
respondeo, respondére, respondi, responsum
retineo, retinére, retinui, retentum
rideo, ridére, risi, risum

sedeo, sedére, sédi, sessum

soleo, solére, solitus

studeo, studére, studui

sustineo, sustinére, sustinui

taceo, tacére, tacui, tacitum

teneo, tenére, tenui, tentum

timeo, timeére, timui

valeo, valére, valui, valitum

video, videére, vidi, visum

Fourth-conjugation verbs

aperio, aperire, aperui, apertum

audio, audire, audivi, auditum

convenio, convenire, convéni, conventum
dormio, dormire, dormivi, dormitum
invenio, invenire, invéni, inventum
nescio, nescire, nescivi, nescitum
pervenio, pervenire, perveni, perventum
reperio, reperire, repperi, repertum

scio, scire, scivi, scitum

sentio, sentire, sensi, sensum

sepelio, sepelire, sepelivi, sepultum
servio, servire, servivi, servitum

venio, venire, véni, ventum

fill

envy

order

it is allowed
remain
earn

mix

advise
move
harm

it is proper
be open

be pleasing
offer
answer
hold back
laugh

sit

be accustomed
be eager
support

be quiet
hold

be afraid
be strong
see

open
hear
come together, agree
sleep
discover
not know
arrive
discover
know
perceive
bury

be a slave
come

Verbs ¢ The present tense of first-, second-, and fourth-conjugation verbs
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The present tense
of third and third -io
conjugation verbs

The third and third -i0o conjugations

The third and third -ié conjugations are slightly trickier than the first, second, and
fourth conjugations, because the vowel at the end of the present system root is
short—not long, as in the first, second, and fourth conjugations. That short root
vowel undergoes a weakening when it combines with the personal endings and

becomes -i-.

Third conjugation
pono, ponere, posui, positum put
PRESENT SYSTEM ROOT  poOne-

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON pono* I put ponimus we put
SECOND PERSON  pOnis you put ponitis  you put
THIRD PERSON ponit  he/she/it puts ponunt*  they put
Third -io conjugation
capio, capere, cépl, captum take
PRESENT SYSTEM ROOT  cape-

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON capio I take capimus we take
SECOND PERSON  capis you take capitis  you take
THIRD PERSON capit he/she/it takes  capiunt* they take

*Notice that the weakened vowel of the root disappears altogether in the first person singu-
lar form of the third conjugation and that -u- precedes the personal ending in the third

person plural forms.
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EXERCISE

31

Identify the person and number of each of the following verbs.

1. impodnit 6. surgit

2. addo 7. efficis

3. fallitis 8. vinco

4. parcitis 9. permittunt
5. facio 10. induimus

EXERCISE

3-2

Keeping the same person, transform each of the following verb forms into its opposite
number, singular to plural or plural to singular.

1. relinquit 6. accipio
2. colis 7. gignimus
3. metuitis 8. iacit

4. vertimus 9. intellegit
5. conspiciunt 10. currunt

3-3

Give all six forms of the present tense for each of the following verbs.

—_

. quaero

. condo

. lego

cado

. praecipio

éligo

. éripio

. iungo

premo

O vV ® N O U~ W N

—_

pergo

The present tense of third and third -i6 conjugation verbs
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EXERCISE

3-4

1. pendis

. amittunt

. recipis

v A W N

. cernd

6

7

. figitis 8.
9

10

Translate each of the following verb forms into English.

. reddimus

. cédit

consulunt

. claudis

. interficio

EXERCISE

3:5

Translate each of the following verb phrases into Latin.

. you (sg.) are composing

. you (pl.) pour

. they snatch

. we deceive

. it carries

. | sprinkle

. we are seeking

2
3
4
5
6. you (pl.) flow
7
8
9. you (pl.) are stretching
0

. I begin

—— VOCABULARY |

Common third and third -io conjugation verbs

Third-conjugation verbs

accédo, accédere, accessi, accessum approach
accido, accidere, accidi happen
addo, addere, addidi, additum add

ago, agere, €gi, actum drive, act
amitto, amittere, amisi, amissum lose
ascendo, ascendere, ascendi, ascensum climb
bibo, bibere, bibi drink

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin




cado, cadere, cecidi, casum

cano, canere, cecini, cantum

cédo, cédere, cessi, cessum

cerno, cernere, crevi, cretum

cingo, cingere, cinxi, cinctum

claudo, claudere, clausi, clausum
€ognosco, cognoscere, cognovi, cognitum
€0go, cogere, cO€gl, coactum

colligo, colligere, collégi, collectum

colo, colere, colui, cultum

comedo, comedere, comédi, comessum
committo, committere, commisi, commissum
compono, componere, composui, compositum
concédo, concédere, concessi, concessum
condo, condere, condidi, conditum
constituo, constituere, constitui, constititum
consulo, consulere, consului, consultum
contemnd, contemnere, contempsi, contemptum
contingo, contingere, contigi, contactum
converto, convertere, converti, conversum
crédo, crédere, crédidi, créditum

cresco, crescere, Crévi, cretum

curro, currere, cCucurri, cursum

déduco, déducere, déduxi, déductum
défendo, défendere, défendi, déefensum
descendo, descendere, descendi, descensum
dico, dicere, dixi, dictum

diligo, diligere, dilexi, dilectum

dimitto, dimittere, dimisi, dimissum
dirigo, dirigere, direxi, directum

discédo, discédere, discessi, discessum
disco, discere, didici

divido, dividere, divisi, divisum

daco, ducere, duxi, ductum

éligo, éligere, élégi, électum

évado, évadere, évasi, évasum

fallo, fallere, fefelli, falsum

figo, figere, fixi, fixum

fingo, fingere, finxi, fictum

fluo, fluere, fluxi, fluxum

frango, frangere, frégi, fractum

fundo, fundere, fudi, fasum

gero, gerere, gessli, gestum

gigno, gignere, genui, genitum

impono, imponere, imposul, impositum
induo, induere, indui, indatum

instituo, instituere, institul, institGtum
instruo, instruere, instruxi, instructum
intellego, intellegere, intellexi, intellectum
intendo, intendere, intendi, intentum
iungo, iungere, iunxi, iunctum

lego, legere, légi, lectum

The present tense of third and third -i6 conjugation verbs

fall

sing

go, yield
discern
encircle
close
recognize
compel
collect

inhabit, worship

eat
entrust
compose
give up
store
establish
take counsel
condemn
touch
turn over
believe
increase
run

lead down
defend
climb down
say
esteem
send away
guide
leave
learn
divide
lead
choose
escape
deceive
fasten
devise
flow
break
pour
carry

give birth to
put onto
put on
establish
build
understand
strain
join

read
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linquo, linquere, liqui abandon

lado, ladere, lasi, lasum play
metuo, metuere, metui, metatum fear
mitto, mittere, misi, missum send
neglego, neglegere, neglexi, neglectum disregard
nosco, noscere, novi, notum know
occido, occidere, occidi, occisum kill
ostendo, ostendere, ostendi, ostensum show
pando, pandere, pandi, passum spread
parco, parcere, pepercl spare
pendo, pendere, pependi, pensum weigh
perdo, perdere, perdidi, perditum lose
pergo, pergere, perrexi, perrectum continue
permittd, permittere, permisi, permissum allow
peto, petere, petivi, petitum seek
pono, ponere, posui, positum put
praedico, praedicere, praedixi, praedictum predict
premo, premere, pressi, pressum press
procédo, procédere, processi, processum advance
prodo, prodere, prodidi, proditum give forth
promitto, promittere, promisi, promissum promise
propono, proponere, proposui, propositum  propose
quaero, quaerere, quaesivi, quaesitum seek
quiesco, quiescere, quiévi, quietum rest
rapio, rapere, rapui, raptum snatch
recédo, recédere, recessi, recessum withdraw
reddo, reddere, reddidi, redditum return
rego, regere, rexi, rectum rule
relinqud, relinquere, reliqui, relictum leave
requiro, requirere, requisivi, requisitum seek
reverto, revertere, reverti, reversum turn back
rumpo, rumpere, rupi, ruptum break
scribo, scribere, scripsi, scriptum write
solvo, solvere, solvi, solatum loosen
spargo, spargere, sparsi, sparsum sprinkle
sterno, sternere, stravi, stratum strew
sumo, sumere, sumpsi, sumptum take up
surgo, surgere, surrexi, surrectum rise
tango, tangere, tetigl, tactum touch
tendo, tendere, tetendi, tentum stretch
trado, tradere, tradidi, traditum hand over
traho, trahere, traxi, tractum drag
veho, vehere, vexi, vectum carry
verto, vertere, verti, versum turn
vinco, vincere, vicl, victum conquer
vivo, vivere, vixi, victum live

Third -i0 conjugation verbs

accipio, accipere, accépi, acceptum receive
aspicio, aspicere, aspexi, aspectum look at
capio, capere, cépi, captum take
conficio, conficere, conféci, confectum construct
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conspicio, conspicere, conspexi, conspectum
cupio, cupere, cupivi, cupitum

décipio, décipere, décépi, déceptum

deficio, déficere, déféci, défectum

efficip, efficere, efféci, effectum

€éripio, éripere, €ripui, éreptum

excipio, excipere, excépi, exceptum

facio, facere, féci, factum

fugio, fugere, fugi

iacio, iacere, iéci, iactum

incipio, incipere, incépi, inceptum
interficio, interficere, interféci, interfectum
pario, parere, peperi, partum

percutio, percutere, percussi, percussum
perficio, perficere, perféci, perfectum
praecipio, praecipere, praecépi, praeceptum
recipio, recipere, recépi, receptum

respicio, respicere, respexi, respectum
suscipio, suscipere, suscépi, susceptum

catch sight of
desire
deceive

lack, fail
cause
snatch away
receive
make, do
flee

throw

begin

kill

give birth
strike
complete
teach
receive

look back
take up

The present tense of third and third -i6 conjugation verbs
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Nouns ¢ Case endings °
First-declension nouns

Noun characteristics and case endings

Like Latin verbs, whose characteristics are marked by endings, Latin nouns have
case endings to express the following characteristics:

1. Case, which indicates the function of the word in the sentence

2. Number, which indicates whether the word is singular or plural

3. Gender, which indicates the arbitrary grammatical gender of the word

Latin compresses all three of these characteristics into a single case ending. If
you can recognize the case ending, you can quickly and easily decode the case and
number of a noun. Because gender is somewhat arbitrary, however, the ending
doesn’t always reveal a noun’s gender.

Case functions

There are six cases in Latin.

MOST COMMON FUNCTION

CASE NAME ABBREVIATION  IN A SENTENCE

NOMINATIVE ~ nom. Subject of the verb
GENITIVE gen. Possessor of another noun
DATIVE dat. Indirect object of the verb
ACCUSATIVE  acc. Direct object of the verb
ABLATIVE abl. Adverbial use

VOCATIVE voc. Direct address

20



EXERCISE

4-1
Indicate which case the italicized word(s) in each of the following sentences would use
in Latin.

—_

. Quintus is acting strangely.

. No one has seen Flavia in a while.

. We found Quintus and Flavia out in the street.

. A friend offered Flavia some help.

. Quintus is not very charitable toward his neighbors.

. Quintus, when will you give me my money?

. Quintus’s tools were left out in the rain.

. Flavia saw some beautiful birds through her window.

. The intruder was captured by Flavia.

O VW 0O N O U M W N

—_

. Let’s all give Quintus and Flavia a round of applause.

Declensions

Another important piece of information about a noun is its declension. Latin has five declensions,
each with its own set of case endings. Every noun in Latin (except irregular nouns) follows one of
these five patterns of case endings. In order to decode the case, number, and gender of a noun,
you need to know which declension it belongs to.

The first declension

The pattern of case endings for the first declension is built around the sound -a-. Most first-
declension nouns—but not all—are feminine in gender. All first-declension nouns do, however,
have a genitive singular form that ends in -ae. Here are the endings of first-declension nouns:

NUMBER CASE ENDING

SINGULAR NOMINATIVE -a
GENITIVE -ae
DATIVE -ae
ACCUSATIVE -am
ABLATIVE -a
VOCATIVE -a

PLURAL NOMINATIVE -ae
GENITIVE -arum
DATIVE -18
ACCUSATIVE -as
ABLATIVE -18
VOCATIVE -ae

Nouns ¢ Case endings ® First-declension nouns
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To find the stem of any noun, drop the genitive ending of the second part of the dictionary

entry; what's left is the stem. For example:

DICTIONARY ENTRY NOUN STEM
lacrima, lacrimae f tear lacrimae
NUMBER CASE ENDING
SINGULAR NOMINATIVE lacrima
GENITIVE lacrimae
DATIVE lacrimae
ACCUSATIVE lacrimam
ABLATIVE lacrima
VOCATIVE lacrima
PLURAL NOMINATIVE lacrimae
GENITIVE lacrimarum
DATIVE lacrimis
ACCUSATIVE lacrimas
ABLATIVE lacrimis
VOCATIVE lacrimae
| EXERCISE |
4-2
Give the stem of each of the following nouns.
1. via 6. pugna
2. turba 7. gloria
3. historia 8. aura
4. amicitia 9. poéta
5. fabula 10. materia

The nominative and accusative cases

The most important cases are the nominative and the accusative, because these two cases indicate
functions that are found in nearly every sentence: the subject of the verb and the direct object of
the verb. (Notice that the case ending is all the information you need to understand the rela-
tionships and functions of the words in a sentence; the order of the words does not give you this
information.)

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin



EXERCISE

4-3

1

. mora (nom. sg.)

Give the correct nominative or accusative form of each of the following nouns.

. culpa (acc. pl.)

. patria (acc. sg.)

. silva (nom. pl.)

. coma (acc. sg.)

. rosa (acc. pl.)

. littera (nom. pl.)

. victoria (acc. pl.)

. scientia (nom. sg.)

O VW 00 N O U M W N

—_

. herba (nom. pl.)

EXERCISE

4-4

one opposite-number form.

1. Misam

. fugas

. cara

. stellae

v A W N
O VW 00 N O

. portam 1

. rfpae

. memoriam
. féminas

. aqua

. famae

Keeping the same case, transform each of the following nouns into its opposite
number, singular to plural or plural to singular. Some nouns may have more than

Now that we have studied subjects, verbs, and objects, we can explore how cases and verb forms
interact in Latin sentences. Notice how the case ending of each noun in the following sentences
indicates its function, and how the personal ending of each verb indicates its person and

number.

Quintus aquam bibit.
Historiam scribo.
Puellae silvam intrant.

Quintus is drinking the water.
I am writing history.
The girls are entering the forest.
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EXERCISE

4-5

—_

. Musas semper poétae amant.

Translate each of the following sentences into English.

2. Fugit iram.

3. Trdia iam stat.

4. Conficis viam?

5. Défendo vitam.

6. Petimus amicitias.

7. Non laudatis comam.

8. Domina saepe imperat.

9. Natdra tandem quiescit.
10. Nunc vident stellas.

——— VOCABULARY |

Common first-declension nouns

amicitia, amicitiae (f) friendship
anima, animae (f) soul
aqua, aquae (f) water
aura, aurae (f.) breeze
causa, causae (f) cause
coma, comae (f.) hair
copia, copiae (f.) abundance
culpa, culpae (f) fault
cira, cturae (f) concern
custodia, custodiae (f.) protection
dea, deae (f) goddess
divitiae, divitiarum (fpl.)  wealth
domina, dominae (f.) mistress
fabula, fabulae (f.) story
fama, famae (f.) reputation
fémina, féminae (f) woman
filia, filiae (f.) daughter
flamma, flammae (f.) flame
forma, formae (f.) beauty
fortana, fortinae (f) fortune
fuga, fugae (f) fleeing
Gallia, Galliae (f.) Gaul
gloria, gloriae (f) glory
gratia, gratiae (f) charm
herba, herbae (f.) grass

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin

historia, historiae (f.)
hoéra, horae (f)

ira, irae (f)

Italia, Italiae (f.)
lacrima, lacrimae (f)
lingua, linguae (f)
littera, litterae (f)
ltna, lanae (f)
materia, materiae (f.)
memoria, memoriae (f)
mensa, mensae (f)
mora, morae (f.)
Musa, Masae (f.)
natara, natarae (f.)
patria, patriae (f)
pectinia, peciiniae (f.)
poena, poenae (f.)
poéta, poétae (m.)
porta, portae (f.)
puella, puellae (f)
pugna, pugnae (f.)
ripa, ripae (f.)

Roma, Romae (f)
rosa, rosae (f.)
sapientia, sapientiae (f)

history
hour
anger
Italy
tear
language
letter
moon
stuff
memory
table
delay
Muse
nature
country
money
penalty
poet
gate
girl
fight
bank
Rome
rose
wisdom



scientia, scientiae (f.) knowledge turba, turbae (f) uproar

sententia, sententiae (f) thought umbra, umbrae (f.) shade
silva, silvae (f) Sforest unda, undae (f) wave
stella, stellae (f.) star via, viae (f) street
tenebrae, tenebrarum (fpl.)  shadows victoria, victoriae (f)  victory
terra, terrae (f) land vita, vitae (f.) life
Troia, Troiae (f) Troy
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More case endings:
genitive, dative, ablative,
and vocative

The remaining four cases perform functions in a sentence that are less essential
than subject or object, but still important for understanding the sentence.
The genitive case ending marks a word that has possession of another noun.

curae Flaviae Flavia’s concerns
portam Romae the gate of Rome

The dative case ending marks a noun that is indirectly affected by the action
of the verb; the noun is often called an indirect object.

Aquam puellae dat. He is giving water to the girl.
Miusae respondet. He answers to the Muse.

The ablative case ending marks a variety of adverbial relationships to the
verb. An ablative noun is also often the object of a preposition.

Forma décipit. He deceives with his beauty.
Pectiniam in ripa vidés. You see the money on the bank.

The vocative case ending marks direct address to a person or thing. It is the
least common case ending.

O liuna, quo erras? O moon, where are you straying to?

L |

Give the correct form of each of the following nouns.

1. mora (dat. sg.)

. culpa (abl. pl.)

. patria (voc. sg.)

. silva (voc. pl.)

. coma (dat. sg.)

. rosa (gen. pl.)
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. littera (gen. sg.)




8. victoria (abl. pl.)

9. scientia (dat. sg.)
10. herba (abl. pl.)

5.2

List all possible cases for each of the following nouns.

—_

. peclniae

. terris

. anima

. filiam

. causis

. fortanae

. custodiarum

. dominas

. sapientia
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—_

. Troiam

5-3

Keeping the same case, transform each of the following nouns into its opposite
number, singular to plural or plural to singular. Some nouns may have more than
one opposite-number form.

1. MUsae 6. ripis

2. fugis 7. memoriae
3. cura 8. féminis

4, stellarum 9. aquae

5. porta 10. famam
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EXERCISE

5-4

Give the correct Latin form of each of the following English nouns.

—_

. life (dat. pl.)

. anger (gen. pl.)
. girl (acc. sg.)

. table (abl. sg.)

. abundance (acc. pl.)

. thought (gen. pl.)

. nature (nom. sg.)

. goddess (gen. sg.)

. charm (dat. pl.)
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—_

. moon (abl. sg.)

EXERCISE

5-5

Translate each of the following sentences into English.

. Fabulas feminae dicit.

2. Ornant rosis mensam.

3. Scientia dat memoriae sapientiam.

4. O Italia, haud évadis culpam!

5. Sub umbra silvarum dormio.

6. Comam lacrimis spargit.

7. Tra dedrum facit caras.

8. Filias praebémus patriae.
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9. Post victoriam rapiunt pecuniam Trdiae.

10. Lingua narratis.
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Personal pronouns

A pronoun is used to refer to another noun. Personal pronouns are a special sub-
category of pronouns that refer to the people involved in an action: I, you, him,
and so on. We have already seen that Latin does not always need to use a noun or
pronoun to indicate who is performing the action of a verb, because the ending of
the verb contains that information itself. But Latin frequently uses personal pro-
nouns in cases other than the nominative.

CASE FIRST PERSON SECOND PERSON
I we you  youall
NOMINATIVE ego nos ta vOs
GENITIVE mel nostri tui vestrl
DATIVE mihi  nobis tibi vobis
ACCUSATIVE me nos te vOS
ABLATIVE mé nobis té vobis

There is no specific personal pronoun in Latin for the third person. Latin either
uses a specific noun, omits the noun and lets the verb’s ending show the subject, or
uses a demonstrative pronoun like is ea id.

6-1

Translate each of the following personal pronouns into English according
to case and number.

1. nobis 6. mihi
2. vestri 7. té

3. ta 8. vOs
4. mé 9. tibi
5. nos 10. ego
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EXERCISE

6-2

Give the Latin personal pronoun that would be used for the italicized word(s) in each
of the following sentences.

—_

. Did you see us yesterday?

. I know it is very important to you (sg.).

. You (sg.) never showed us that!

. You never showed us that!

. Here's what / think.

. I neglected you (pl.), and I'm sorry.

. His voice charmed me.

. Would you like to come with us?

. The traitor handed you (sg.) over to the enemy.

O VW 0O N O U M W N

—_

. They gave me enough food for the next week.

6-3

Translate each of the following sentences into English.

—_

. Tibi ndn noceo.

. NOs ponis in flammis.

. Quid dé mé existimatis?

. Memoria vestri iterum vivit.

. Fama Romae nobis placet.

. Ego tamen causam habe0.

. Terra meé sustinet.

. A té nunc petd moram.

. Nos linam paene tangimus.
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—_

. T4 metuis poenam.
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Second-declension nouns

The second declension functions exactly like the first declension, but uses a differ-
ent set of case endings to indicate the noun’s function in a sentence. This declen-
sion is built around the sound -o-. The case ending attaches to the stem of the
noun. Most, but not all, second-declension nouns are masculine or neuter. All
second-declension nouns have a genitive singular form that ends in -i. Here are
the endings of second-declension nouns:

NUMBER CASE MASCULINE ENDING NEUTER ENDING

SINGULAR NOMINATIVE -us -um
GENITIVE -1 -1
DATIVE -0 -0
ACCUSATIVE -um -um
ABLATIVE -0 -0
VOCATIVE -e -um

PLURAL NOMINATIVE -1 -a
GENITIVE -orum -orum
DATIVE -1s -1s
ACCUSATIVE -0S -a
ABLATIVE -1s -1s
VOCATIVE -1 -a

Notice that neuter words have the same case endings for the nominative, accusa-
tive, and vocative cases, in both the singular and the plural. This pattern is consis-
tent throughout Latin.

A few nouns in the second declension end in -r or -er. With the exception of
the nominative and vocative singular, these nouns have the same forms as other
second-declension nouns. On the next page is an example.



NUMBER CASE FORM

SINGULAR NOMINATIVE vir

GENITIVE viri
DATIVE viro
ACCUSATIVE virum
ABLATIVE viro
VOCATIVE vir
PLURAL NOMINATIVE Virl
GENITIVE virorum
DATIVE viris
ACCUSATIVE viros
ABLATIVE viris
VOCATIVE viri

7-1
Give the stem of each of the following nouns.
1. puer 6. ager
2. bellum 7. nuntius
3. otium 8. torus
4. thésaurus 9. humus
5. tergum 10. minister

EXERCISE

7-2

Give the correct form of each of the following nouns.

—_

. hortus (acc. sg.)

. verbum (nom. pl.)

. ingenium (dat. pl.)

. vinum (gen. sg.)

. magister (acc. sg.)

. rogus (voc. pl.)

. animus (dat. pl.)

. locus (dat. sg.)

. praemium (acc. pl.)
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—_

. pontus (abl. sg.)

Second-declension nouns
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EXERCISE

7-3

List all possible cases for each of the following nouns.

—_

. servo

. gladils

. domini

. Viris

deum

nate

. membra

. digitus

. argenti

©O OV ® N O U A~ W N

—_

. agrum

7-4

Keeping the same case, transform each of the following noun forms into its opposite
number, singular to plural or plural to singular. Some nouns may have more than one
opposite-number form.

. somnum 6. gaudiis
2. amico 7. Phoebum
3. ocul 8. templa
4. voti 9. numero
5. libros 10. pueris

7:5

Give the correct Latin form of each of the following nouns.

1. fault (gen. pl.)

2. horse (acc. pl.)

3. empire (nom. pl.)

4. attendant (gen. sg.)

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin



. husband (nom. sg.)

. camp (gen. pl.)

. weapon (abl. pl.)
. duty (dat. sg.)

. son (acc. sg.)
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. slave (acc. pl.)

7-6

Translate each of the following sentences into English.

1. Servi agros colunt.

2. Pretium gladii ignoratis.

3. Augustum triumpho celebrant.

4. In terra et caelo deds non cernis.

5. Populus consilium vestri contemnat.

6. luga in hortis impono.

7. Tunc fémina cibum capit.

8. Principium convivii signo postulant.

9. Arma iuxta muaros amittis?

10. Sivinum bibis, gaudium habés.
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— VOCABULARY |

Common second-declension nouns

aevum, aevi (n.) age minister, ministri (m.) attendant
ager, agri (m.) field modus, modi (m.) manner
amicus, amici (m.) friend mundus, mundi (.) world
animus, animi (m.) mind mauarus, mari (m.) wall
annus, anni (m.) year natus, nati (m.) child
argentum, argenti (n.) silver negotium, negotii (n.) business
arma, armorum (n.pl.) weapons numerus, numeri (m1.) number
arvum, arvi (n.) field nuntius, nuntii (m.) messenger
astrum, astri (n.) star oculus, oculi (m.) eye
Augustus, Augusti (1.) Augustus officium, officii (n.) duty
aurum, auri (n.) gold otium, otil (n.) leisure
auxilium, auxilii (n.) help pelagus, pelagi (n.) sea
Bacchus, Bacchi (m.) Bacchus periculum, periculi (n.) danger
bellum, belli (n.) war Phoebus, Phoebi (m.) Phoebus
caelum, caeli (n.) sky pontus, ponti (m.) sea
campus, campi (m.) plain populus, populi (m.) people
castra, castrorum (n.pl.) camp praemium, praemii (7.) reward
chorus, chori (m.) chorus pretium, pretii (n.) price
cibus, cibi (m.) food principium, principii (n.)  beginning
consilium, consilil (#.) plan proelium, proelil (n.) battle
convivium, convivil (n.)  party puer, pueri (m.) boy
damnum, damni (n.) loss regnum, regni (#.) kingdom
deus, dei (m.) god rogus, rogi (m.) pyre
digitus, digiti (m.) finger saeculum, saeculi (n.) age
dominus, domini (#1.) master saxum, saxi (7.) rock
donum, doni (n.) gift sepulcrum, sepulcri (n.) tomb
equus, equi (m.) horse servus, servi (m.) slave
exemplum, exempli (n.)  example signum, signi (#.) sign
famulus, famuli (m.) slave silentium, silentii (7.) silence
fatum, fati (n.) fate somnus, somni (m.) sleep
ferrum, ferri (n.) iron spatium, spatii (n.) space
filius, filii (m.) son studium, studii (n.) enthusiasm
Gallus, Galli (m.) a Gaul tectum, tecti (n.) roof
gaudium, gaudii (n.) joy telum, téli (n.) spear
gladius, gladii (m.) sword templum, templi (n.) temple
hortus, horti (m.) garden tergum, tergi (n.) back
humus, humi (f) ground thésaurus, thésauri (m.) treasure
imperium, imperii (#.) empire torus, tori (m.) couch
ingenium, ingenii (n.) talent triumphus, triumphi (m.)  triumph
iadicium, iadicii (n.) trial ventus, ventl (m.) wind
iugum, iugi (n.) yoke verbum, verbi (n.) word
liber, libri (m.) book vinculum, vinculi (n.) chain
locus, loci (m.) place vinum, vini (n.) wine
magister, magistri (.) teacher vir, viri (m.) man
maritus, mariti (m.) husband vitium, vitil (n.) Sfault
membrum, membri (7.) limb votum, voti (n.) vow
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Noun and adjective
agreement ¢ Adjectives
ending in -us -a -um

Adjectives describe nouns. In Latin, you can tell which adjective describes which
noun only by their agreement. Agreement means that in order to describe a noun,
an adjective must have the same case, number, and gender as the noun. Some-
times, the case endings of both words look the same, but often the case endings
look different.

There are two main types of adjectives, each with its own pattern of endings.
Fortunately, the endings of the first type are similar to those of the noun declen-
sions you already know; this type is referred to as first/second-declension adjec-
tives, or the -us -a -um type. The case endings of these adjectives are identical to
the endings of first- and second-declension nouns combined. Here are the end-
ings of -us -a -um adjectives:

NUMBER CASE MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER

SINGULAR NOMINATIVE -us -a -um
GENITIVE -1 -ae -1
DATIVE -0 -ae -0
ACCUSATIVE -um -am -um
ABLATIVE -0 -a -0
VOCATIVE -e -a -um

PLURAL NOMINATIVE -1 -ae -a
GENITIVE -orum -arum -orum
DATIVE -1s -1s -1s
ACCUSATIVE -0s -as -a
ABLATIVE -18 -18 -18
VOCATIVE -1 -ae -a

There is also a small set of adjectives that end in -r -ra -rum. The stem for
these is the same as that of second-declension nouns in -r or -er.
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A few -us -a -um adjectives have different forms for the genitive and dative singular. Included
in this group are @inus, nullus, ullus, solus, alius, totus, and alter. Here is an example of this

pattern:

NUMBER CASE MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER

SINGULAR NOMINATIVE totus tota totum
GENITIVE totius totius totius
DATIVE toti toti toti
ACCUSATIVE totum totam totum
ABLATIVE toto tota toto
VOCATIVE tote tota totum

PLURAL NOMINATIVE toti totae tota
GENITIVE totorum totarum totorum
DATIVE totis totis totis
ACCUSATIVE totos totas tota
ABLATIVE totis totis totis
VOCATIVE toti totae tota

8-1

—_

. (primus -a -um) proelium
. (novus -a -um) maroérum

. (adversus -a -um) unda

. (n6tus -a -um) exempli

. (saevus -a -um) linguae

. (maestus -a -um) poenam

. (optimus -a -um) tectis

. (mirus -a -um) sepulcra
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—_

. (tardus -a -um) horae

. (tener tenera tenerum) populos

Give the form of the adjective in parentheses that agrees with each of the following nouns.

EXERCISE

8-2

Keeping the same case, transform each of the following adjective-noun phrases into
its opposite number, singular to plural or plural to singular. Some phrases may have more
than one opposite-number form.

1. superborum saeculorum

2. beatum annum

3. aequum pretium

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin



. aeternam umbram

. albi saxi

. diversis fatis

. divarum dearum

. purae flammae

. Cito ferro
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. cari otit

From the following adjective-noun phrases, choose those in which the adjectives agree
properly with their nouns.

immenso ded placida belli mortuus consilium singulas féminas

pids ventus daris regnis optimorum poétarum vicina terra

nado thésaurum aniversis auxilits ~ bona fortana perpetuae pugnarum
paucum damnum  candida bello malo caeld ultimt pericula

fessis magistris falso studiis divinarum scientiarum vivus Gallus

8-4

Translate each of the following adjective-noun phrases into Latin.

—_

. wandering breeze (nom. pl.)

. miserable year (dat. pl.)

. worthy soul (acc. pl.)

. pleasant Bacchus (voc. sg.)

. beautiful world (abl. sg.)

. ancient trial (nom. pl.)

. unknown gift (abl. pl.)

. large number (acc. sg.)

. doubtful silence (nom. sg.)
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—_

. royal business (gen. pl.)
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8-5

Translate each of the following sentences into English.

1. Latum campum implent in bello.

2. Sic principium totius aevi vidémus.

3. Carum aurum rapis digitis foedis.

4. Consilio certd templi portas inveniunt.

5. Arvum sacrum pro té teneo.

6. Dé maris altis descendimus.

7. Filid integro et divind vota dant.

8. Divitiae etiam officium publicum saepe superant.

9. Ideo litteras multas tibi mitto.

10. Proelia saeva vos suscipitis.

——— VOCABULARY |

Common adjectives ending in -us -a -um

adversus adversa adversum  adverse beatus beata beatum

aeger aegra aegrum sick blandus blanda blandum
aequus aequa aequum equal bonus bona bonum
aeternus aeterna aeternum  eternal caecus caeca caecum

albus alba album white candidus candida candidum
aliénus aliéna aliénum another’s carus cara carum

altus alta altum high castus casta castum
antiquus antiqua antiquum ancient certus certa certum

aptus apta aptum fitting céterus cétera céterum
aureus aurea aureum golden citus cita citum

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Basic Latin

blessed
charming
good
blind
bright
dear
pure

sure
other
quick



clarus clara clarum

cunctus cuncta cunctum

densus densa densum

dexter dextera dexterum

dignus digna dignum

diversus diversa diversum

divinus divina divinum

divus diva divum

dubius dubia dubium

duarus dara darum

extrémus extréma extrémum

falsus falsa falsum

ferus fera ferum

fessus fessa fessum

festus festa festum

foedus foeda foedum

Graecus Graeca Graecum

gratus grata gratum

himanus himana himanum

ignotus ignota ignotum

immensus immensa immensum

improbus improba improbum

inferus infera inferum

inimicus inimica inimicum

integer integra integrum

itcundus itcunda itcundum

iustus iusta iustum

laetus laeta laetum

Latinus Latina Latinum

latus lata latum

liber libera liberum

longus longa longum

maestus maesta maestum

magnus magna magnum

malus mala malum

medius media medium

mirus mira mirum

miser misera miserum

mortuus mortua mortuum

multus multa multum

mundus munda mundum

necessarius necessaria
necessarium

niger nigra nigrum

nocturnus nocturna nocturnum

noster nostra nostrum

notus nota notum

novus nova novum

nudus nada nadum

famous
all together
thick
right
worthy
different
divine
divine
doubtful
hard
farthest
deceptive
wild
tired
holiday
foul
Greek
thankful
civilized
unknown
immeasurable
wicked
lowest
hostile
intact
pleasant
fair
cheerful
Latin
wide

free

long

sad

large

bad
middle
wonderful
miserable
dead
many
clean
necessary

black
nighttime
our
famous

new
naked

nullus nulla nullum

obvius obvia obvium

parvus parva parvum

paucus pauca paucum

paulus paula paulum

perpetuus perpetua
perpetuum

pius pia pium

placidus placida placidum

plénus pléna plénum

praecipuus praecipua
praecipuum

proprius propria proprium

proximus proxima
proximum

publicus publica publicum

pulcher pulchra pulchrum

purus pura purum

quantus quanta quantum

rarus rara rarum

rectus recta rectum

régius régia régium

reliquus reliqua reliquum

Romanus Romana
Romanum

rusticus rustica rusticum

sacer sacra sacrum

saevus saeva saevum

sanctus sancta sanctum

sécurus sécura sécurum

singulus singula singulum

socius socia socium

sollicitus sollicita sollicitum

solus sola solum

superbus superba superbum

tantus tanta tantum

tardus tarda tardum

tener tenera tenerum

totus tota totum

tatus tata tatum

ullus ulla ullum

universus universa
universum

vacuus vacua vacuum

vagus vaga vagum

varius varia varium

verus véra vérum

vicinus vicina vicinum

vivus viva vivum

none

in the way
small

few

small
continuous

dutiful
calm

full

special

own
closest

public
beautiful
pure

how great
uncommon
correct
royal
remaining
Roman

country
sacred
cruel
sacred
carefree
one each
companion
worried
only
haughty

so great
slow
tender
whole

safe

any

all together

empty
wandering
varied

true
neighboring
alive

Noun and adjective agreement ¢ Adjectives ending in -us -a -um
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The present tense of sum e
Predicate sentences

The present tense of sum

The most common verb in Latin, as in most languages, is the verb that means fo
be. In Latin, it is an irregular verb, but it uses the same personal endings you
already know. Here is the present tense of sum:

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON sum Iam sumus we are
SECOND PERSON  es  you are estis  you are
THIRD PERSON est  he/she/itis  sunt  theyare

Predicate sentences

Sometimes all you want to say is that one thing equals something else. In this case,
there is no action verb or direct object involved. Sentences like this are called
predicate sentences, and they use a verb like sum. You can think of the verb sum as
an equals sign, and the two people or things being equated are both in the nomi-
native case.

Italia est patria mea. Italy is my country.
Nos sumus puellae. We are gitls.

Predicate nominatives, predicate adjectives,
and agreement

If a predicate sentence is equating two nouns, one is the subject and the other is a
predicate nominative. If the sentence is equating a noun with an adjective, the
noun is the subject and the adjective is a predicate adjective. Predicate nomina-
tives only have to agree with the subject in case. Predicate adjectives, though, like
all other adjectives, have to agree with the subject in case, number, and gender.

Tenebrae sunt nigrae. The shadows are black.
Somnus est blandus. Sleep is charming.
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EXERCISE

Give the correct form of sum in each of the following sentences.

1. Locus antiquus.
22T amicus.
3. Gaudia_ vitium.
4, Ego_ liber.
5.Membra___ mea.
6.Vos il
7.Stella__ candida.
8. Phoebus _ deus.
9.Nos_ Graecl.

0. Vita__ varia.

9-2

In each of the following sentences, give the correct form of the word in parentheses
so that it agrees with the subject.

—_

. Praemium tuum est (equus)

. Del Romani sunt (maximus)

. Verbum est (causa)

. Nos (m.) sumus (vérus)

. Poena est (vinculum)

. Peclinia est (aliénus)

. VirT sunt (dubius)

. Trdia est (regnum)

. Ta (m.) es (rusticus)

O VW 0O N O U M~ W N

—_

. Sepulcra sunt (Latinus)
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9-3

Translate each of the following sentences into Latin.

—_

. Phoebus is a god of Rome.

. He is hostile.

. The roses are ours.

. Help is the duty of friendship.

. Memories are golden.

. You are a girl.

. Augustus is my master.

. Words are sometimes weapons.

. The triumph is famous.

O VW 00 N O U M W N

—_

. We are the poets of Troy.

9-4

Translate each of the following sentences into English. Some are predicate sentences,
and some are not.

—_

. Templum Graecum est sacrum.

. Venti in pelago sunt placidi.

. Equus caecus tibi mé reddit.

. Sententia est mihi nota.

. Liber in castris Gallorum est.

. VOs estis improbae sicut servi.

. Es dominus?

. Tibi damus novum tectum.

. Sum liber, nec famulus.

O VW 0O N O U M~ W N

—_

. Fugae sunt plénae periculorum.
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